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Israel and Europe share com
traditions, and an emphasis on
They are.close geographici
In fact, Israel's-trade with Euro

srael has long been a member of
individual pan-European science initiatives,
such as the European Molecular Biology
Organization (EMB0) and the European
Center for Nuclear Research (CERMN), More
recently the Israehi Government has begun
making annual pro-rated national
contributions (approximately $40 million’
a year) to the European Union's IV
Framework Programme (FP-4), to enable
its scientists to participate freely with their
European counterparts in this $14.5 billion
dollar initiative.

Although Tsrael, entering in August-1996,

missed the crucial first year-and-a-half of this four year program, in which
many Calls-for-Proposals were announced, it has been making up for lost
time. Israeli researchers have submitted over 430 proposals to FP-4 in the
last vear-and-a-half, of which 207 projects, totalling 3335 million, have been
accepted for funding, almost twice the usual European success rate. "All
projects must involve academic and/or industrial scientists in at least
three countries." notes Prol. Paul Singer. Chairman of the Israel Science
Foundation and the academic community's representative on the Israeli
Steering Comumnittee, "These results show that Europeans recognize Israchi
research excellence, are anxious to cooperate-with their Israell
counterparts, and that Isracli ideas can compete successfully in Europe.”

Since most of Israel's 56 billion international trade imbalance involves
Europe, ohservers hope that FP-4 industrial R&D cooperation will help
Israeli high-tech industries learn Eutfopean standards, make European
contacts, benefit from European technical expertise and large R&D facilities,
penetrate European networks and markets, and boost Israeli exports, Although
about 70% of the projects, and 60% of the funds. currently go to academic
rather than industrial researchers, that is expected to change as the latter
become more familiar with sueh programs.

Given the FP-4's multiple scientific and economic goals, the cost of Israel's

pﬂrtmparmn is currently shared by the academic community (through

VATAT, 25%). the Ministry of Industry and Trade (20%) and the Ministry
of Science (5%), with the Israeli Treasury providing matching funds.
Areas of particular interest include: Biotechnology. Materials Sciences,
Communications, Information Sciences, Environmental Sciences and
Aericultre.
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