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Preface

Dr. Chaim Weizmann, the first president of the State of Israel, was not
only a statesman and a towering leader of the Jewish people, but also
a notable scientist and an architect of academic policy and institutions
for the state-in-the-making. His profound contribution to designing the
contents and frameworks of scientific activity in the State of Israel and
to their realization was unparalleled and has lasted until today.

In his inaugural address to the Knesset, Weizmann, the first Presi-
dent of the State of Israel, declared: “All my life, I have endeavored to
make science and research a foundation for our national enterprise.”
These words faithfully reflect his belief that the State of Israel must
be grounded, first and foremost, upon its spiritual, cultural, intellec-
tual, and technological strength. This is our heritage: to see in science
and scholarship a central dimension of our lives and a source of our
strength, one that we must constantly nurture and develop, in the spirit
of Weizmann’s vision.

This volume is based on the lectures delivered at a conference held by the
Israel Academy of Sciences and Humanities on January 8, 2013, to com-
memorate the sixtieth anniversary of Weizmann’s passing. The Hebrew
volume from which it was translated is the second in the Academy’s se-
ries on “Leadership and Science in Israel.” The first volume, published
in 1989 and reprinted in 2013, was devoted to David Ben-Gurion.

We wish to thank the staff members of the various archives who helped
us to locate and interpret the many photographs and documents that

vii



JOSHUA JORTNER

adorned the posters prepared for the conference and to produce the post-
ers themselves: Ms. Merav Segal, Director of the Chaim Weizmann Ar-
chive; Ms. Keren Raz, then in charge of research relations and projects
at the Chaim Weizmann Archive; Ms. Orna Zeltzer, then head of the
Archive at the Weizmann Institute of Science; and Mr. Ofer Tzemach,
Director of the Hebrew University Central Archive. Our thanks to Dr.
Shaul Katz for preparing the archival materials displayed at the con-
ference and to Ms. Avital Baer, the Academy’s Spokesperson, for her
assistance with mounting them for display and preparing them for print-
ing. Our thanks as well to the staff of the Academy’s Publications De-
partment: to Ms. Tali Amir, its Director, who spared neither thought nor
effort nor time in expertly preparing the Hebrew volume for press; to
Ms. Deborah Grenimann, Senior Editor of English-Language Publica-
tions at the Academy, for editing the English version and preparing it
for press; and to Mr. Yehuda Greenbaum, for supervising the produc-
tion of both the Hebrew and the English volumes. Thanks are also due
to Esther Rosenfeld, for proofreading the English volume, and to Nancy
Zibman, for compiling the index. We are grateful, finally, to Mr. Haim
Watzman for his fluent and erudite translation of the Hebrew articles
into English.
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