
PUBLICATIONS OF THE ISRAEL ACADEMY 

OF SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES 

SECTION OF HUMANITIES 

_________ 

EGYPTIAN, SEMITIC AND GENERAL GRAMMAR 

 



STUDIES IN THE HUMANITIES 



 

EGYPTIAN, SEMITIC  

AND GENERAL GRAMMAR 
 

STUDIES IN MEMORY OF 

 H. J. POLOTSKY 

__________ e __________ 

EDITED BY 

GIDEON GOLDENBERG    ARIEL SHISHA-HALEVY 

 

 

 

 

 

JERUSALEM 2009 

THE ISRAEL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ISBN 978-965-208-177-3 
 

© 
The Israel Academy of Sciences and Humanities, 2009 

 

Prepared for the press by G. Goldenberg 
Printed at ‘Graphit’ Ltd., Jerusalem 

 
 
 



CONTENTS

Introduction vii

Edward Ullendorff
The Young (and Not So Young) Polotsky: Scholar and Teacher 1

Orly Goldwasser
A Comparison between Classifier Languages and Classifier Script:
The Case of Ancient Egyptian 16

Wolfgang Schenkel
Prädikatives und abstrakt-relativisches È@m.n=f
Beobachtungen an den Verben II. gem. und ult. n im Korpus der Sargtexte 40

Helmut Satzinger
On Some Aspects of jw in Middle Egyptian 61

Wolf-Peter Funk
Methodological Issues in the (Morpho)Phonological Description of Coptic 70

Ariel Shisha-Halevy
On Conversion, Clause Ordination and Related Notions
Some Reflections on General and Polotskyan Models 92

Shlomo Izre’el
Constructive Constructions
Semitic Verbal Morphology and Beyond 106

Eran Cohen
Nexus and Nexus Focusing 131

Nathan Wasserman
The Modal Particle tu∆a in Old Babylonian 149

Rainer Voigt
Südtigrinische Dialekte
Phonologie und Personalpronomina im Dialekt von May-Ç’äw (T∞gray) 169

Gideon Goldenberg
From Speech to Writing in Gurage-Land
First Attempts to Write in the Vernacular 184

Rafael Talmon
Two Studies in Arabic Tamyˆz 197

Joshua Blau
Reconstruction of Neo-Arabic Dialectal Features from Middle Arabic Texts 220



Otto Jastrow
The Arabic Dialects of the  Carmel Coast 230

Roni Henkin
How Interdialectal Is Peripheral Oral Bedouin Poetry ? 239

Rami Saari
Some Remarks on Maltese Prepositions of Italian Origin 270

Ora (Rodrigue) Schwarzwald
Three Related Analyses in Modern Hebrew Morphology 277

Tamar Zewi
Content Expressions in Biblical Hebrew 302

Dana Taube
The Passive Participle in Modern Hebrew 317

Tali Bar
On Cleft Sentences in Contemporary Hebrew 337

Marta Rauret Domènech
‘Kopula’: Ein “zur rechten Zeit gestelltes Wort”? 356

Simon Hopkins
“That Monster of a Man” and the Emotive Genitive 363

Marcel Erdal
First and Second Person Nominal Subjects 390

Alviero Niccacci
Polotsky’s Contribution to the Egyptian Verb-System,
with a Comparison to Biblical Hebrew 401

Pablo I. Kirtchuk-Halevi
Language: A Typological, Functional, Cognitive, Biological
and Evolutionary Approach 466


