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1. The Zoological Research Garden in Tel-Aviv University are the only academic collection of
live indigenous animals in Israel. The Garden aims to maintain a collection of most Israeli
vertebrate fauna. They currently inhabit ~100 bird species, ~40 mammalian species and ~80
species of reptiles and amphibians housed in an area of ~28 dunam.

The main aims of the collections are: (1) Enabling scientific research on Israel's wild fauna.
There is no other option today in the Israeli academy to work with wild animals in the
institutional level. Researchers working with classic animal models (e.g., rats and mice) can
purchase their laboratory animals from commercial companies (which breed and supply
animals for research), and they can house them in animal facilities which exist in all research
institutes in Israel. There is no equivalent for wild animals. The Garden provides all facilities
and manpower allowing such research. Our doors are open to researchers from all research
institutes in Israel and abroad (see more below). (2) Conservation —over the years, the Garden
has taken part in several successful conservation projects such as: [a] the recent creation of a
reproduction kernel of the endangered Syrian spadefoot toad and the release of hundreds of



its tadpoles which hatched in the Garden in the wild, [b] participation in the reintroduction
program of the Griffin vulture led by the Nature Reserve Authority and more. (3) Education —
The Garden is the best collection of Israeli fauna in the country and accordingly, they host
hundreds of groups yearly from kindergarten children to University students. The stream of
visitors is expected to increase by 10-folds in the next few years with the opening of the
Steinhardt Natural History Museum nearby.

2. Animals are brought in from several sources including the veterinary hospital for wildlife in
Ramat-Gan and rangers of the National Park Authority. Mostly, only species that are not
already held in the Garden or species of special interest will be collected, as we are limited in
the number of specimens that we can maintain per species.

3. Because the Garden aims to enable research with live animals, they must be kept alive,
what requires a lot of 'know-how'. The Garden is a hub of knowledge regarding how to hold
and breed Israel's wild fauna. This includes an understanding of what to feed them, of what
environment to provide and how to enrich them. In order not to lose it, this knowledge-base
must be continuously preserved by transferring it between generations of animal-experts, as
it is not documented anywhere and hard to re-develop once lost.

4. The Garden's manpower is composed of 8 animal-care workers and a manager who is also
a vet with expertise in wild animals. Many of the workers spend a good part of their career in
the Garden and thus develop expertise in animal-maintenance that are hard to match. They
are each in charge of part of the animals taking part of both the daily maintenance duties and
special tasks such as renovating cages. They are all highly skilled in this domain and can quickly
thus take-over new missions such as the Syrian spadefoot toad kernel (see above).

5. A full list of the animals in the Garden can be found on-line:
http://zo0.tau.ac.il/eng/content/our-animals.

6. The Garden is located in central Tel-Aviv on an area of 28 dunam. This relatively huge space
allows proper housing for the animals, but more importantly, it allows establishing new
experimental setups based on the needs of the researchers. While University animal facilities
are usually extremely space-limited providing very little space for experiments in freely
behaving animals, the zoological Garden enables the design and development of large
experimental set-ups under pseudo-natural conditions. Some recent examples include: a
water-pool for studying the bio-mechanics of bird diving bio-mechanics, a pseudo-natural
experimental setup for studying the long-term effects of light pollution on rodents and a
facility for studying whole-brain neural activity in reptiles.

7. Around 20 researchers use the Garden regularly. Most of these researchers are the
members of the School of Zoology in Tel-Aviv University (TAU), however, in recent years we
have made it our goal to open this unique facility for researchers from all-over Israel and from
around the world. Indeed, there are now four experimental setups running in the Garden led
by researchers from other Schools in TAU and from other universities (e.g., The open
University, Bar-llan and BJU and soon Weizmann). We are also constantly approached by
researchers in Israel and abroad who are interested in running studies on wild species and
cannot do so in their own institutes due to lack of space and maintenance knowledge. With
the rapid increase in interest in new (non-conservative) animal models we expect the Garden
to provide research opportunities to many researchers in the next years. Importantly, we
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focus on Israeli fauna, but our infrastructure and knowledge-base can also be used to design
experimental setups with non-Israel animals.

8. We are currently in the process of making the Garden available to any researcher from
around the world. Interested researchers must submit a request (through mail) describing
their needs — animals, space and period. The managing committee of the Garden will then
discuss their needs and see if they can be met. The payment is calculated according to the
costs of housing the requested animals. Researchers who are not from the School of Zoology
(from other schools or institutes) pay an additional 50% overhead which is used to improve
the Garden's facilities.
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